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times diverging from a centre, one comes, at intervals, on separate
sepulchral chambers, which had been converted into family
vaults, and even used as places of worship by the early Chris-
tians. In the graves F frequently noticed bones, or fragments of
bones, mixed with the ashes of the dead : but, generally speak-
ing-, the mouldering dust alone remained. Almost all the old
inscriptions and sarcophagi found in these tombs, that were
worth taking, have been, removed from time to time, to grace
the collections of the Pope, or the palaces of the various "Roman
nobles : but here and there are still to be seen remains of greuk
interest, and a visit to the Catacombs will be found fully to
reward the traveller. The air in them is very heavy, and after
g, time gets quite oppressive. One feels really clown among the
dead, and is very glad to get up into the open air again.

Another afternoon was given up to an examination of some
tombs freshly discovered and excavated on the Via Latina. One
tomb, with a sarcophagus in the centre, contained two bodies, and
the sides and ceilings were covered with frescoes, the coloring of
which was perfectly fresh and bright. In other tombs the
frescoes were on white stucco, but quite entire. Several
Columbaria have been discovered near this same spot. They
contain rows of niches like those in a dovecot, and each
such recess held an urn in which, after burning the
body, the ashes of the dead were deposited. Numerous Colum-
baria are to be seen alorg all the great roads leading out of
Eome ; and one of the largest and most perfect, containing
several hundred urns, is in the beautiful grounds of the Doria
Pamphili Villa, to which the public have access twice a
week. It is reached by the Porta S. Pancrazio, and lies ou
the line of the old Via Aurelia. There, as in the Borghese
gardens, crowds of well dressed people may be seen on the public
days, riding or driving, or wandering about the lawns, gathering
the luxuriant spring flowers so various and plentiful to which al-
lusion was made above : and from the roof of the Casino, situated
in the middle of a stiff but pretty garden, there is a beautiful
view of all the surrounding country, as well as of St. Peter's,
and of the city.

After seeing the Catacombs, a visit to the Christian museum
in the Palace of the Lateran should not be omitted. It con-
tains a vast collection of remarkable sarcophagi, covered with
sculptures representing such subjects as " The Good Shepherd, "
" Jonah," " St. Peter and the cock crowing," " The raising of Laza-
rus/' &c. Many of these were found in the Catacombs, and
removed from 'there directly to the place they now occupy.